OME OLD-TIME READING MATERIAL

May | suggest a return
to the sense of
selflessness displayed
by the founders of our

country.

by Jim Burton

he events of the past couple of years

have been unsettling on many levels.

Institutions we took for granted have

been shaken to the core. We watched as
the financial stability we accepted as a right
crumbled. We have been scared as never before
in our history.

On a positive note, this has created a renewed
interest in civic engagement. Record numbers
of people have become involved in the political
process, an outcome I judge to be very benefi-
cial. The concern that arises for me is that
rather bringing our country together, this

involvement seems to polarizing our society.
Civic engagement has not promoted civil dis-
course. The discussion of issues too often has
dissolved into a discussion of personalities. Too
many talk; too few listen.

May I suggest that it would do us all well to
return to a reading of some of the documents
upon which our country is (not was) founded
and that we also return to the sense of selfless-
ness displayed by the authors of these docu-
ments and the founders of our country. To make
it easy, let me append some of that reading for
you here:

In Congress, July 4, 1776
The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of America

When in the Course of human events it becomes nec-
essary for one people to dissolve the political bands
which have connected them with another and to
assume among the powers of the earth, the separate
and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of
Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the
opinions of mankind requires that they should declare
the causes which impel them to the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men
are created equal, that they are endowed by their Cre-
ator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these
are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. — That
to secure these rights, Governments are instituted
among Men, deriving their just powers from the con-
sent of the governed, — That whenever any Form of
Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is
the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to
institute new Government, laying its foundation on
such principles and organizing its powers in such

form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their
Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate
that Governments long established should not be
changed for light and transient causes; and accord-
ingly all experience hath shewn that mankind are more
disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable than to
right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they
are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and
usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object
evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Des-
potism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such
Government, and to provide new Guards for their
future security. — Such has been the patient suffer-
ance of these Colonies; and such is now the necessity
which constrains them to alter their former Systems of
Government. The history of the present King of Great
Britain is a history of repeated injuries and usurpa-
tions, all having in direct object the establishment of an
absolute Tyranny over these States. To prove this, let
Facts be submitted to a candid world.

continued on page 12
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continued from page 11

(List of grievances omitted)

We, therefore, the representatives of the United States
of America, in General Congress, assembled, appeal-
ing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude
of our intentions, do, in the name, and by the authority
of the good people of these colonies, solemnly publish
and declare, that these united colonies are, and of
right ought to be free and independent states; that

they are absolved from all allegiance to the British
Crown, and that all political connection between them
and the state of Great Britain, is and ought to be totally
dissolved; and that as free and independent states,
they have full power to levy war, conclude peace, con-
tract alliances, establish commerce, and to do all other
acts and things which independent states may of right
do. And for the support of this declaration, with a firm
reliance on the protection of Divine Providence, we
mutually pledge to each other our lives, our fortunes
and our sacred honor.

Preamble: Constitution of the United States

We the People of the United States, in Order to form a
more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic
Tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote

the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty
to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish
this Constitution for the United States of America.

The Bill of Rights

Amendment I:

Congress shall make no law respecting an establish-
ment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise
thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the
press; or the right of the people peaceably to assem-
ble, and to petition the Government for a redress of
grievances.

Amendment I!:

A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the secu-
rity of a free State, the right of the people to keep and
bear Arms, shall not be infringed.

Amendment lli:

No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any
house, without the consent of the Owner, nor in time of
war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law.

Amendment IV: The right of the people to be secure
in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against
unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be vio-
lated, and no Warrants shall issue, but upon probable
cause, supported by Oath or affirmation, and particu-
larly describing the place to be searched, and the per-
sons or things to be seized.

Amendment V:

No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or oth-
erwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or
indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in
the land or naval forces, or in the Militia, when in
actual service in time of War or public danger; nor
shall any person be subject for the same offence to be
twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be com-
pelled in any criminal case to be a witness against
himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property,

without due process of law; nor shall private property
be taken for public use, without just compensation.

Amendment VI

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy
the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial
jury of the State and district wherein the crime shall
have been committed, which district shall have been
previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of
the nature and cause of the accusation; to be con-
fronted with the witnesses against him; to have com-
pulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor,
and to have the Assistance of Counsel for his defence.

Amendment VII

In Suits at common law, where the value in contro-
versy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by
jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury,
shall be otherwise re-examined in any Court of the
United States, than according to the rules of the com-
mon law.

Amendment Vil

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive
fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments
inflicted.

Amendment IX

The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights,
shall not be construed to deny or disparage others
retained by the people.

Amendment X

The powers not delegated to the United States by the
Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are
reserved to the States respectively, or to the people.

t might do us all good to read our founding

documents on a regular basis, to ground our-
selves not only in the truths upon which our
country was established but also in the patriot-
ism, dedication, and spiritual commitment of
those who gave so much to birth the great
nation in which we live and whose privileges

Tennessee's Business

Vol. 19, No. 2

we enjoy. These documents speak for them-
selves. I can only add: "God bless the United
States of America."

Jim Burton is the dean of the Jennings A. Jones

College of Business at MTSU (source:
http://'www.ushistory.org).
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